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Local government resilience in the face of Russian aggression: the case of Ukraine

Abstract

The collapse of a state during crises, such as large-scale wars, demands effective
preventive measures. The 2014 military aggression by Russia in Ukraine triggered profound
changes and emphasized the importance of strategic responses. So, the cut off of Russian
aggression was facilitated by the coordinated interaction of state authorities and local
government and the increased autonomy of local government at the grassroots level, as a result
of the successful decentralization reform in Ukraine. After the full-scale Russian invasion in
February 2022, the local government played a vital role in sustaining Ukrainian cities and
villages. This paper examines local government operations in active conflict zones and during
occupation, assessing their preparedness for military actions. It delves into the unique
challenges faced and necessary post-war adjustments. Through in-depth interviews in the war-
affected Kharkiv region and secondary sources, we illuminate crisis management within local
government during wartime in Ukraine. Therefore, this study highlights the crucial role of local
government bodies in addressing the issues of local residents during a wartime crisis.
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CrilikicTh MiCLIEBOT0 CAMOBPSYBAHHS Nepea 00JIUYYSAM POCiCbKOI arpecii: mpuKJIag
Ykpainu

AHoTanisa

Po3nanx neprxaBu mij 9yac Kpu3, TaKKX sIK BETMKOMACIITaOH1 BIHU, BUMarae e(peKTHBHUX
3anmo0KHUX 3axo/iB. BilicbkoBa arpecist Pocii B Ykpaini y 2014 pori cipuunHMiIa rinOoKi
3MIHU Ta MiJKpeCcauia BaKIUBICTh CTPATETIUHUX BIANMOBIAeH. Tak, CTpUMyBaHHS POCIHCHKOT
arpecii OyJi0 oJIeTIIeHe 3aB/ISKH CKOOPIMHOBAH1M B3a€MO/IiT IepyKaBHUX OPTaHiB 1 MiCLIEBOTO
CaMOBPSIyBaHHS Ta ITiIBUIICHHIO aBTOHOMI1 MICIIEBOTO CAaMOBPSITyBaHHS Ha HU30BOMY PiBHI
BHACIIIJIOK yCIIIHOT pedopmu naeneHtpanizauii B Ykpaini. Ilicns moBHOmMacmTaOHOTO
BTOprueHHs Pocii y moromy 2022 poky MicIieBe CaMOBPSTyBaHHsI BiIIrpaJio BUPIMIAIbHY POJIh
y MIATPUMIN YKPATHCBKHX MICT 1 cii. Y I cTaTTi JOCHIIKYETbCA IiSUIbHICTH MiCLIEBOTO
CaMOBPSAyBaHHS B 30HAaX AKTHMBHOTO KOHMJIKTY Ta MiJ Yac OKyIallii, OIIHIOETHCS IXHS
TOTOBHICTh 10 BIWCHKOBUX [id. Y HIM pO3MISINAIOTECS YHIKATIbHI BUKIWUKH, 3 SIKUMU
CTHKAIOTbCA OpPraHHU MICIIEBOTO CaMOBPSAIyBaHHS. 3a JOMOMOTOK TJIMOWHHUX IHTEPB'IO B
nocTpaxaaiii Bix BifHM XapKiBChKid 007acTi Ta BTOPMHHHX JKEPENT MU BHUCBITIIOEMO
KpU30BE YIIPABIIHHS B MICIIEBOMY CaMOBPSTyBaHHI IIiJ] 4yac BiifHU B YKpaiHi. TakuM 4uHOM,
e JOCHIDKEHHS MIIKPECIIOE BAXIJIWBY pOJIb OpraHiB MICIIEBOIO CaMOBPSAYBaHHS Y
BHpIIIEHHI MPOOJIeM MICIIEBUX JKUTEIB 111 Yac BiHCHKOBOT KPH3H.
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