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FOREIGN LANGUAGE COMPETENCE DEVELOPMENT
AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF STUDENTS’
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN CHINEES COLLEGES

Zhang Caijing, L. Gryzun

PO3BUTOK IHLLOMOBHOI KOMNETEHTHOCTI K CKITAJOBA
MPO®ECIMHOI NIAFrOTOBKM CTYOEHTIB KOJIEOAXIB KUTAIO

Uxxan LLlanpxuH, J1. Fpu3syH

The paper treats the urgent problem of shaping and development foreign language competence
(FLC) of college students in terms of current economic and social reforms in China. The need to focus
on the revealing of the peculiarities of the foreign language competence formation at college level in
China is substantiated. In accordance with its goals, in the work it is considered the essence of foreign
language competence as an integral component of the professional training of college students in
China. Based on the analysis of the fundamental psychological and pedagogical concepts of
competence and foreign language competence, it was formulated the concept of foreign language
competence of any specialist in its professional aspect as a complex of knowledge and skills of various
linguistic and professional branches: lexical, grammatical, sociocultural, and pure professional ones.
Minding the contemporary tasks of Chinese college education, current challenges of vocational
training, and necessity to build proper model of the college students’ FLC development, it was
determined the structure of the competence which has to comprise some inter-connected components:
content and language component, motivational component and activity-driven component. Each of
the components was highlighted. Considering the development of FLC as an integral element of the
professional training of college students in China, there were revealed some FLC peculiarities. There
were also formulated exact tasks of college language training in the lines of current economic and
socio-cultural challenges of contemporary Chinese society. It was concluded to apply more efficiently
and wider digital means which have great potential in terms of FLC development. The prospects of
the following up research are formulated in the lines of revealing the role of the ICT instruments for
development of the college students’ FLC and finding the benefits of their implementation with the
aim of the said challenges overcoming.

Key words: foreign language competence, college students, professional training in Chinese
colleges, language education at college level.

VY craTTi po3riAmaEeThcs akTyalbHa IpobiiemMa (opMyBaHHS Ta PO3BUTKY I1HIIOMOBHOI
komnetreHTHOCTI (IK) cTyIeHTIB KoneKy B yMOBax Cy4YaCHUX €KOHOMIYHHX 1 COLlIabHUX pedopM y
Kurai. O6rpyHTOBaHO HEOOXIHICTh 30CEPEHKEHHS YBAaru Ha pO3KPHUTTI 0cOOMUBOCTEH (hopMyBaHHS
IHIIIOMOBHOT KOMITETEHTHOCTI Ha piBHI Koyiepky B Kutai. BiamoBigHO 1O MOCTaBIEHUX IICH, Y
POOOTI pO3TIAAAETHCS CYTHICTH IHIIOMOBHOT KOMIETEHIIIT SK HEB1JI'€MHOI CKJIa10BOi IpodeciiHol
MiArOTOBKU CTYJEHTIB KosiepkiB Kwurtato. Ha ocHOBI aHamizy (yHIaMEHTalIbHUX IICHXOJIOTO-
MEaroriyHuX TOHATh KOMIIETeHIIi Ta IHIIOMOBHOI KOMIIETEHIIi C(OPMYIbOBAHO TOHATTS
1HIIIOMOBHOI KOMITETeHIIii Oyap-sikoro ¢axiBis B ii mpodeciiiHOMy acnekTi SK KOMIUIEKC 3HaHb 1
BMiHb Pi3HUX MOBHHX 1 Mpo(eciiHMX raiy3eil: JeKCHYHUX, TPAMaTH4HI, COLIOKYJIbTYPHHUX Ta CYTO
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npodeciiiHux. BpaxoByroun cydacHi 3aBIaHHS KUTalChKOI OCBITH, Cy4acHI BUKJIMKU MpodeciiHol
MiATOTOBKU CTY/IEHTIB KOJEDKIB, @ TAKOK HEOOX1IHICTh MOOYIOBH HAJIEKHOT Mojedi po3BUTKY IK
CTYACHTIB KOJEIXKY, BH3HAUCHO CTPYKTYypy KOMIIETEHI[il, $Ka Ma€ MICTUTH JEKiJIbKa
B3a€MOIIOB’ I3aHUX KOMIIOHEHTIB: 3MICTOBHO-MOBHHM KOMIIOHEHT, MOTHBAIlMHUNA KOMIIOHEHT 1
TsUTbHICHUHM KOMIIOHEHT. CxapakTepu30BaHO KOXHY 13 ckianoBux. Posrmsnaroun po3sutok IK sik
HEBiJ €MHOI CKJIaI0BOi MpodeciiHoi MiATOTOBKU CTYAEHTIB KoJjekiB Kuraio, BUSBICHO JesKi ii
ocobmmBocTi. Takox Oynu chopMysibOBaHI KOHKPETHI 3aBAAHHS MOBHOI IiJATOTOBKU B KOJIEIDKAX Y
pYCIIi aKTyalbHUX EKOHOMIYHHUX 1 COLIOKYJIBTYPHHUX BUKIUKIB Cy4aCHOT'O KHTalChKOrO CYCIIbCTBA.
Byno 3po01eHo0 BUCHOBOK PO HEOOX1THICTh €(EKTHUBHIIIOTO Ta MIMPIIOTO 3aCTOCYBAHHS IU(PPOBUX
3aco0iB, SKi MalOTh BENUKUN moTeHmian y po3BUTKy IK. IlepcnekTHBU MOAambIIOro JOCTiIHKEHHS
copmyboBaHO B pycii BusiBieHHs podii iHcTpyMeHTiB IKT amst pozButky IK crynenTiB konemky ta
BU3HAYCHHS NIepeBar ix BIPOBAHKEHHS 3 METOIO MOI0JIAaHHS 3a3HaUYE€HUX MPOOIeM.

Kniouogi crnoea: iHIIOMOBHA KOMIIETEHTHICTb, CTYJICHTH KOJISIXKY, IpodeciiiHa MiAroToBKa B
konemkax Kuraro, MOBHA OCBiTa Ha PiBHI KOJEIKY.

General formulation of the problem and its connection with important
scientific or practical tasks. The process of modernization of the Chinees education
system under the current terms of intensive development of social and economic
relations in global society raises the importance of improving the quality of college
education. This modernization should involve not only the volume and quality of
professional knowledge, but also the ability of future graduates to apply it in the
implementation of professional tasks, the ability to effectively communicate in a
foreign language with specialists from other countries, as well as to perform
professional activities in a foreign-language environment.

Contemporary economic situation in China opens new possibilities for potential
specialists’ self-realization, which can be carried out not only through individual cases
of communication with foreign colleagues and partners, but also through the
implementation of professional activities in terms of a foreign-speaking community. In
this connection, it is necessary to direct the students’ educational activities to the
formation of abilities to implement professional activities and present their results by
means of a foreign language, which expects the formation and development the
students’ foreign language competence in the context of their vocation.

Analysis of the main studies and publications in which the solution to this
problem was initiated. The issues of the formation of foreign language competence
of potential specialists have been recently learnt and discussed in the works of
M. Fedyna (2017), Z. Kornieva (2018), M. Long (2015), I. Zadorozhna (2012);
X. Zhao (2018) and other researchers.

Their analysis testifies that the problems of foreign language learning in Chinees
colleges must undertake special investigation due to the current curriculum reforms
and challenges of college education in the country.

It is pointed out that nowadays in China, exactly English has got the focus in the
educational plane. It is explained by the current situation when English plays core role
in international communication, and more English speaking professionals are on
demand in different branches of modern society. According to studies (Jiang &
Zhang, 2017; Sun & Lei, 2019; Youlong, 2020), English teaching in China at the
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college level is divided into two separate sections: English for language majors and for
non-language specialties, which are provided according to respective curriculum. Only
about a third of universities and colleges in the country offer BA programs in English
language and literature. Students have chosen these programs, which is a minor share
of the whole college enrollment, are referred to as English Majors. The priority of
English teaching and learning has always been on the other major part, makes so called
College English. It comprises English language courses delivered to non-English
majors in the colleges all over China. It is underlined that these educational changes
are a part of China’s economic reform. English also secured its status as the core
foreign language taught in Chinese schools.

Nowadays, college student’s English level in China plays essential role in their
potential career, often determines their job scope, and finally affects their salary.
However, according to the surveys, in the course setting of college English, the training
of students' professional application ability is neglected, which is out of touch with
social reality in proper way. Apart from English majors, there are not enough college
English courses for students to choose to raise their fluent use of foreign language in
the plane of their vocation (Sun & Lei, 2019). There are offered only two basic and
common English courses for non-English major students. Thus, now college students
learn English only to pass the College English Test 4 and College English Test 6. The
students can only enroll classes outside. So, the effect of college English teaching is
insufficient, which makes a challenge in terms of successful realization of current
economic initiatives in China.

On the other hand, some language educational theorists and researchers claim
that methodology of English as a foreign language learning needs rebuilding to become
more functionally oriented, practically driven, and culturally authentic at the same
time. Current methodology seems to be strongly restricted by Western cultural
approaches since the most models of second language mastering were developed in
Europe and the USA. Thus, it does not take into account national peculiarities inherited
in Chinees college education or its professional needs. Therefore, the specific methods
of English teaching have to be adopted to the demands of the Chinees college
vocational training. As well as new approaches to the shaping foreign language
competence (FLC) for the college students in the professional plane must be
elaborated.

The formation of the said competence in the process of professional training is
investigated in the number of scientific works. In the most of works, FLC in
professional plane is considered as the ability to communicate in a foreign language in
accordance with the tasks of specific, but artificially created, situations of foreign
language communication (Fedyna, 2017; Malynovs'ka & Mason, 2017; Mykytenko,
2007 and others). At the same time, education does not reproduce the integral content
of professional activity involving foreign language communication.

In addition, current economic initiatives in China raise the demand for the
specialists with advanced abilities to professional communication in foreign languages,
which makes urgent upgrading the approaches to their acquisition by the potential
specialists at college level.
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Thus, it 1s necessary to focus on the revealing of the peculiarities of the foreign
language competence formation at college level in China.

Formulation of the goals / objectives of the article. The purpose of the work
is to analyze the essence and structure of foreign language competence as an integral
component of the professional training of college students in China.

Presentation of the main material of the article. Analysis of the basic
psychological and pedagogical concepts of competence and foreign language
competence allowed scientists to formulate the concept of foreign language
competence of any specialist in its professional aspect. In particular, professional FLC
is defined as a set of knowledge and skills of various linguistic and professional
orientations: lexical (established foreign language terminology and expressions of
vocational nature); grammatical; sociocultural (peculiarities of moral and ethical
values of various peoples and the global professional community); and professional
ones. In complex, they makes a necessary basis for the performance of specific
functional duties in terms of foreign language communication in various professionally
driven situations (Fedyna, 2017).

According to the European Recommendations on language education, language
competence is ability that enable a person to act using specific linguistic means. Such
a competence consists of the set of components, such as linguistic, sociolinguistic and
pragmatic. It is realized in the performance of different types of speech activities
(reception, production, interaction or mediation) (Council of Europe, 2018; Gamanuk,
2020; Nikolaeva, 2019).

Researchers examine a specialist’s FLC from the standpoint of various
approaches. With regard to the personality approach, FLC is the actualization of
foreign language competences as basic skills. It involves specialist’s readiness to
demonstrate language knowledge, understanding of the content of FLC, experience of
demonstrating of language mastering in various standard and non-standard situations,
relation to the content of the competence and the object of its application, emotional
and volitional regulation of the process and result of competence application.

From the standpoint of the system and structural approach, specialist’s FLC is
considered as a system that includes the following components: communicative and
cognitive abilities, cognitive activity, motivation, creativity and readiness for foreign
language communication in vocational and non-vocational planes.

According to the acmeological approach, FLC in its professional aspect is
understood as a multi-level complex personal quality that enables a person to set and
effectively solve tasks and problems of various levels of complexity in the sphere of
professional foreign language interaction.

Due to the analysis of contemporary scientific and normative sources that
determine the directions of development of professional education, it was established
that the competence approach to the professional training of a potential specialist in
any branch is recognized as a priority approach, since the competence earned by the
specialist exactly in the process of professional training allows him to implement their
professional functions effectively. It is also underlined that professional training
carried out in terms of the competence approach implementation, focuses on the
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formation and development of the general competence of a specialist, which is an
integrated characteristic of an individual as a set of his key competencies aimed at the
effective fulfillment of professional functions. Researchers emphasize also the
integrative nature of competence, which causes its complex structure and the
interconnectedness of its components (Vyakhk, 2012; Mykytenko, 2007; Fedyna,
2017; Shmulya, 2019).

Thus, according to the competence approach to the specialists’ vocational
training, the FLC is understood as a result of vocational training, readiness for foreign
language activities in various professional spheres according to the priorities of the
specialist’s personality (Youlong, 2020). It is also emphasized that FLC is not just a
set of knowledge, skills, and abilities, however, as a result of the educational process,
it reflects the interaction of foreign language knowledge, skills, and personal values.
As a process of development, FLC is characterized as a change in individual states in
a multi-level educational system (Shandra, 2018).

FLC as a result of vocational training is also considered by the researchers as a
combination of language skills, attitudes, values, initiatives, and communicative
experience which is needed for comprehension of others, creating individual paths of
foreign language communication behavior with achievement of interaction goals in
professional domain (Bilousova & Gryzun, 2022; Thielgen, Schade & Niegisch,
2022).

Other scholars and practitioners interpret FLC as an integral personal and
professional trait of a specialist with a certain level of language mastering, which is
ready to be realized for successful, productive, and effective activity using
communicative and informative skills (Vasilieva, 2020).

Summarizing the analysis of researchers’ understanding of FLC in terms of
different specialists’ training, we can define FLC of college students’ in the context of
our work as a complex of knowledge and skills of various linguistic and professional
branches: lexical, grammatical, sociocultural, and pure professional ones. They provide
a necessary basis for the performance by the potential specialists of specific functional
duties and professional problems on condition of foreign language communication in
different professionally driven situations.

Minding the contemporary tasks of Chinese college education, current
challenges of vocational training, and necessity to build proper model of the college
students’ FLC development, the structure of the competence has to comprise some
inter-connected components: content and language component, motivational
component and activity-driven component.

The content and language component includes knowledge of a foreign language
as an instrument of acquiring vocational knowledge and as an efficient mean of
communication in a professionally driven and sociocultural environment.

The motivational component of FLC comprises goals and value orientations that
can encourage foreign language communication in the relevant professional subject
domain.
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The activity component of FLC involves the student’s ability to apply foreign
language skills in professional activities by participating in professionally oriented
events (working meetings, projects, conferences, webinars, etc.).

Minding the development of FLC to be an integral component of the professional
training of college students in China, we would like to reveal some FLC peculiarities
and formulate exact tasks of college language training in the lines of current economic
and socio-cultural challenges of Chinese society.

A number of aspects should be attributed to the features of the FLC of a modern
specialist. First, it is characterized by integrative nature, which is determined by the
interrelationship of all its components and their complex impact on the potential
student’s personality. Another FLC feature in its professional plane is the need for
constant updating of its level by a specialist, which is associated with the rapid pace of
updating the content of professional knowledge and, accordingly, vocabulary,
terminology and subject-oriented foreign language knowledge in the specific subject
and professional domain. This requires the college student’s to be ready for continuous
self-improvement, must be taken into account in the formation and development of
FLC, and determines the third feature of this competence. Its full development is
possible only in the process of the students’ mastering not only language but also of
professional disciplines, which requires the appropriate changes in the educational
process of these disciplines and coordination of the whole curriculum.

In addition, nowadays, the FLC shaping and development at college level in
China gets special importance due to current economic reforms. One of the leading
initiatives is the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (Gong, 2016) based on the multilateral
connections and collaboration between China and number of countries. The main
targets and BRI mission are concentrated on the peaceful development and enhancing
economic collaborative partnership among the countries. It is suggested to result in
jointly created community of mutual interests, responsibility, political trust, and
economic integration. Thus, BRI raises the urgency of the FLC forming for the Chinese
specialists.

Based on the recent studies (Gong, 2016; Wang, 2016; Wang, 2020), we could
analyze challenges which are faced by the college language education and formulate
exact tasks of college language training in China.

In particular, the said challenges include: insufficient understanding of the
urgency of FLC shaping at college level that leads to the absence of proper academic
planning of foreign languages learning and poor reform measures with vague
orientation on the professional goals of foreign language training; insufficient
provision and irrelevant compilation of teaching materials; lack of relevant learning
aids for Chinese colleges and universities; using of irrelevant teaching methods and
training mechanisms which do not regard the national socio-cultural peculiarities;
insufficiently trained teaching staff and others.

In addition, the most urgent problem of the foreign language mastering by the
Chinese college students is seen the need for active implementation of the advanced
techniques which could help transform pure theoretical language knowledge into
productive communication skills of professional orientation. In this context, it is
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recommended to apply more efficiently and wider network, multimedia and other
digital means which have great potential in terms of FLC development. The analysis
of the role of the ICT tools in the forming and development of the college students’
FLC, and revealing the benefits of their implementation with the aim of the said
challenges overcoming makes the prospects of the following up research.

Conclusions and prospects of further investigations in this area. In
accordance with its goals, in the work it is considered the essence of foreign language
competence as an integral component of the professional training of college students
in China. Based on the analysis of the fundamental psychological and pedagogical
concepts of competence and foreign language competence, it was formulated the
concept of foreign language competence of any specialist in its professional aspect.

Minding the contemporary tasks of Chinese college education, current
challenges of vocational training, and necessity to build proper model of the college
students’ FLC development, it was determined the structure of the competence which
has to comprise some inter-connected components: content and language component,
motivational component and activity-driven component. Each of the components was
highlighted.

Considering the development of FLC as an integral element of the professional
training of college students in China, there were revealed some FLC peculiarities.
There were also formulated exact tasks of college language training in the lines of
current economic and socio-cultural challenges of contemporary Chinese society. It
was concluded to apply more efficiently and wider digital means which have great
potential in terms of FLC development.

The prospects of the following up research are formulated in the lines of
revealing the role of the ICT instruments for development of the college students’ FLC,
and finding the benefits of their implementation with the aim of the said challenges
overcoming.
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